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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to BPAI decision of August 1, 2011 and Telephonic Interview on October 6,2011 . 

2. □ An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction 

requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

3. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-4, 6-10, 19, 24-25, 28-31, 34-36 . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Notice of Allowance 

This Office Action is in response to the Board of Patent Appeals and 
Interferences' August 1 , 201 1 decision and a telephonic interview with Applicant's 
Representatives on October 6, 201 1 . 

Claims 1-4, 6-10, 19, 24-31 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Matthew Colagrosso on October 6, 201 1 . 

Please replace the existing claim listing with the following: 

1 . A method for providing a secure operating environment for a network accessible 
system comprising: 

accessing a communication module, the communication module including a 
delay timer including a delay time interval; 
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comparing the delay time interval to an activity associated with the system 
communication with the network the activity being any communication between the 
system and the network ; 

isolating the communication module from the network based on the comparison 
without terminating all power supplied to the communication module; 

accessing a network location; 

enabling the communication module upon determining a request to access the 
network location; 

storing a network reference operable to identify the network location; 

removing a communication module reference from a memory stack associated 
with the communication module, the communication module reference associated with 
enabling the communication module; 

disabling the communication module upon the communication module remaining 
idle for a time period greater than the delay time interval; and 

copying the communication module reference to the memory stack upon 
detecting a request by the system to access the network location. 

2. The method of Claim 1 , further comprising disabling the communication 
module if the communication module remains idle for a time period greater than the 
delay time interval. 
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3. The method of Claim 2, wherein the disabling includes reducing a power state 
associated with the communication module. 

4. The method of Claim 3, further comprising: 
detecting a user initiated request to access the network; 
altering the power state of the communication module; 

initializing the communication module to communicate with the network; and 
initializing the delay timer. 

5. (cancelled) 

6. The method of Claim 1 , wherein the the isolating further comprises 
disconnecting a communication port associated with the communication module. 

7. The method of claim 1 , further comprising initializing the delay time in 
response to the system initiating communication with the network. 

8. The method of claim 1 , further comprising adjusting the delay time interval 
using a software interface associated with a delay timer. 

9. The method of claim 1 , further comprising adjusting the delay time interval 
using a hardware interface associated with the delay timer. 
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1 0. The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

locating a reference within a memory associated with the delay timer, the 
reference operably associated with enabling the communication module; and 

removing the reference in response to the communication module being idle for a 
time period greater than the delay time interval. 

1 1 . (cancelled) 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 

16. (cancelled) 

17. (cancelled) 

18. (cancelled) 

19. A non-transitory medium comprising encoded logic for providing a secure 
operating environment for a network accessible system comprising: 

access a communication module, the communication module including a delay 
timer including a delay time interval; 
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compare the delay time interval to an activity operably associated with a system 
communicating with a network, the activity being any communication between the 
system and the network ; 

isolate the communication module and the delay timer from the network based 
on the comparison without terminating all power supplied to the communication module; 

access a network location; 

enable the communication module upon determining a request to access the 
network location; 

store a network reference operable to identify the network location; 

remove a communication module reference from a memory stack associated with 
the communication module, the communication module reference associated with 
enabling the communication module; 

disable the communication module upon the communication module remaining 
idle for a time period greater than the delay time interval; and 

copy the communication module reference to the memory stack upon detecting a 
request by the system to access the network location. 

20. (cancelled) 

21 . (cancelled) 

22. (cancelled) 

23. (cancelled) 
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24. A device operable to provide a secure operating environment for accessing a 
network comprising: 

a communication module operable to communicate information via the network; 

the communication module including a delay timer; 

the delay timer including a delay time interval and operable to disable 
communication between the network and the communication module with the delay 
timer without terminating all power to the communication module in response to a 
comparison of the delay time interval to any communication through the communication 
module; 

a processor; 

a storage device embodying a program of instructions operable, when executed 
on the processor, to: 

access a network location; 

enable the communication module upon determining a request to access the 
network location; 

store a network reference operable to identify the network location; 

remove a communication module reference from a memory stack associated with 
the communication module, the communication module reference associated with 
enabling the communication module; 

disable the communication module upon the communication module remaining 
idle for a time period greater than the delay time interval; and 
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copy the communication module reference to the memory stack upon detecting a 
request by the system to access the network location. 

25. The device of Claim 24, further comprising: 

a data bus coupled to the communication module and the processor; and 
the data bus operable to communicate information based on the delay time 
interval. 

26. (cancelled) 

27. (cancelled) 

28. The device of Claim 24, further comprising the delay time interval 
programmed via an interface associated with the delay timer. 

29. The device of Claim 28, further comprising the delay timer interval 
programmed using the delay time interval reference and the communication module 
reference. 

30. The device of claim 24, further comprising a power state operably associated 
with the delay timer and the power state operable to provide power to the 
communication module. 
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31 . The device of claim 24, further comprising: 

a communication port communicatively coupling the communication module and 
the network; and 

the communication port operable based on the delay time interval. 

32. (cancelled) 

33. (cancelled) 

34. The method of claim 1 , wherein the network implements a TCP/IP transport 
language protocol. 

35. The non-transitory medium of claim 19, wherein the network implements a 
TCP/IP transport language protocol. 

36. The device of claim 24 wherein the network implements a TCP/IP transport 
language protocol. 



37. (cancelled) 

38. (cancelled) 

39. (cancelled) 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TAMARA TESLOVICH whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-4241 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eleni Shiferaw can be reached on (571) 272-3867. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tamara Teslovich/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2437 



/Michael Pyzocha/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2437 



